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NEWS

Publish or perish in China

The pressure to rack up publications in high-impact journals could encourage misconduct, some say.

The latest in a string of high-profile academic
fraud cases in China underscores the problems
of an academic-evaluation system that places
disproportionate emphasis on publications,
. Editors at the UK-based journal
sgraphica Section E last month
retracted 70 published crystal structures that
they allege are I-\hr ations by researchers at
ersity in Jlangxi pro
he editors say, are
sities often
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improve the research capacity of a very large
system — with significant variations inquality
— to be aworld-class player in science”

Twio weeks ago, reacting to the retractions of
thecrystallography papers, Jinggangshang Uni
versity fired the correspondent authors, Zhong
i i 1rw!\u\ur|h;irm

institutions in China, will. \Imm investigated
The journal’s editors say that the discrepan.
cies came to light during tests of.

award cash prizes, housingben-  "COUNtING the NUMbEr  yopware designed to flag pas-
efits or other perks.on the basis  of publications sible errors and unusual chemi-
of high-profile publications, "
and the pressure to ,_ Decomes the nonm
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UK, who is one of three section editors for the
journal, would not discuss the ongoing inves
tigation but says that the generation of large
numbers of structures by one group would not
necessarily raise questions, because diffrac-
ers can easily collecta couple of datasets
In terms of papers submitted to Acta E,

rectly |Iucrm|ncd structures, and they make a
valuable contribution to sc ys.
Nevertheless, the Wuhan Ui tudy
suggests that misconduct could be widespread
in many fields, The team, led by computer sci-
entist Shen Yang, used wehs vse
ations to
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Journals step up plagiarism policing : Nature News
Published online 5 July 2010 | Nature 466, 167 (2010) | doi:10.1038/466167a

News

Journals step up[plagiarism policingJ

Cut-and-paste culture tackled by CrossCheck software.

Major science publishers are gearing up to fight plagiarism. The
publishers, including Elsevier and Springer, are set to roll out software
across their journals that will scan submitted papers for identical or

araphrased chunks of text that appear in previously published articles. :
parap . at apped L Y1 - Look out plagiarists —

The move follows pilot tests of the software that have confirmed high vou are being watched.
levels of plagiarism in articles submitted to some journals, according to I. LOGAN/GE

IMAGES

an informal survey by Nature of nine science publishers. Incredibly, one

journal reported rejecting 23% of accepted submissions after checking

for plagiarism.
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